Information taken from application* #4,00- 1959 

Applied for Profession, was not accep ;_d % 

001FXDEITXAL RECORD SHEET 



DIVISION OF PERSOMEL 
B.S.A. 



DATE Se pt. ^5, 1961 



Pull Name 



Stensland, leil Francis 



(No initials if you can possibly get full name) 



Address 10231 Avondale Road 

City 



Redmond 



Vi ashing "itipiii" : - ; s 



Age 35 



Approximate age- 



Religion Prot® 



(This is important and. should be exact) _ ^ A 
( To be used OILY when exact age i : gixAt" : knovm} J 
Nationality 



Occupation Prod. Super. Salesman, Act* Mgr. 



Education College (Seattle University 



Weight 156 



Color 



Color of hair Brown 



Color o% : sy|fe 



Outstanding characteristics or interests^ 



ferried or single Single (1959) C^ildr^l 



Wife's name 



SCOUTING CONNECTIONS : 



Unit # 



City 



State : ; 



0ffice%. 



Date Reg T &. 



Date resigned 



Made application for the Braiession^was nfet approved* 




>ns : 



>cout Executive 
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SOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA • NATIONAl COUNCIL • NEW BRUNSWICK, 



FOR INIRA-OfiGANtZATtON C O M M t C A T f O N 



August 30 ? 1961 



«. Ml 



"£T»t, ,m -K'- 



Mr* George K* Myers 
Scout Executive 

Chief Seattle Council, No, 609 



•: :. 



, y ).:-..* >. >:.•:■ 



Dear George: 



1AL 



THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH FOR YOUR ..XOHSlSt E R^tiSftt: CONCERNING NEIL 
StEWSLAND, I THOROUGHLY AGREE VMT H f ftAT TH6JcSEi£c \L ACTED WISELY AMD 

YOU WILL SEE THAT 1 HAVE TOLD MRS . BBK ? SO. *£%? W 



I AM ALSO ENCLOSING A COPY 6*- TttE L£$%E^ \ WROTE: TO YOUR COUNCIL 

President, Naturally, it isn't : »|«ssarCm say that ! appreciate his fine 
letter a great deal* 





x, -i? 

.::■ 



I. ^tNCERELY YOURS, 

5 « .. : PERSONNEL DlYfSh 



.... .■: 



: :.. 

=: j([:x;:x 




Bas 

I RE 



AT I ON 



8F3:des 

eewcl5 b &5?"»r 

I AM EN C LOS Hftfe^ PART I A&yT COMPLETED CONF I ENT I A L RECORD SHEET ON MR. 
STENSLANk*: Pt E ASE ^S^^t T t IT AMD RETURN IT FOR OUR FILES, WE CERTAINLY 
NAVE EWdj^^UPPO^J^G EVIDENCE SO THAT HO COMMENTS WILL BE NECESSARY ON 
THE FoSm T^SELF EXCEPT YOUR SIGNATURE, 

,r BFS 



JfJtSt ft*;.-' " ■■" 



.K^:-;rJ, 
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k -; h ■> , : 
: f ....: 



: v ,■ : : 1 



- ■ >, j ■ ■ s- ■ 

. . - ' -.1 
: '. ■ :■ 



ferair, BoGtt * Sates 
Seattle ^ IUshihgton 



:::: : ■ 



. :■ :■ 



_AJjg_C!Wf tfltOTlJU. 



rKif" "XT' 



i APPfiECtitTC YOUR TWUIVtmipttM J^SHITI** SOCH * COfcf^rFC 
«MMtm(TtOH TO *N3»Ca 4M. HIV LST ! * *NSWt«E6 HCR 



Mfits, R^Hs charge or lirroa mo!miw6 arTiTwor ts c«s»»tcrciv statute™ 



-if:-:. 



.- .. ........... 



■: . -: ■ 
:- ... 



SlMCffttliY YOUSSj 

£S0V SCOUTS 9F AWIUA 



■.:::,::: 



>; ■'■ .- • ■< 



-s:j 
.... 



L 4ij JJJii' 
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

CHIEF 5 E ATTL E COUNCIL 

September 18, 1.961 



• J12Q__ SAINElR AVE. so. 
>; -,S f'^' T T L B 4<1, WASH. 
: "' '%A R K WAY S-S2Q0 
, O U N C I L 1st O. 609 



Mr, Basil F„ Starkey 
National Council 
Boy Scouts of America 
New Brunswick, New Jersey- 
Dear Bay: 



Enclosed please find the completed re#|&dated;,^gust 16, 1961, from 
the office of Tim McCullough, Shefiff^Hng Ggdiif State of Washington, 
concerning Neil Francis Stensland%^^fidea^ ; #file* 

I believe this will complete ouf%|pbrt Q%1%. Stensland for the confi- 
dential file. : N : ir 



Best personal regards. 



''W.gmiaiiy yours , 




George K. "Myers, 
Scout Executive 



A & \r* en'il^^iport from Tim McCuilough) 

,JMIiciJ^-fdent- v..?^^ Scout Executive: Council Commissioner: 

i^H^Rltf'k OSBOftljf"^: GEORGE K, MYERS H. ELMER WORCESTER. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



=38 



^^S^ ^^^^^^^ 
STATE OF WASHINGTON! 



OFFICE OF 
TIM M C C U L L OUGH 
S"H E R I K F" 
TELEPHONE MAIN 2-6688 

Mr. George K. Myers 
Executive Director 
Boy Scouts of America 
3120- Rainier Avenue South 
Seattle Ixij, Washington 

Dear Mr. Myers : 



August 16, 1961" 



RE: STENSLAND, mLL,MkiGIS,§il/^$3^ yrs. 

o r o¥lPo^*?o^^ 156 lbs*; 

brown hair; bins&n eyes| ; .> r med. build; med # 
complexion i^ilorwegian indent* 



In compliance with your request we are sianmariad^pherew^hC'lhe case we have 
investigated involving the above subject, ar^^^'baslsM^procedxxre in- future 
hearings on this case. ^ ^LP O*^ 

This office received information from the'^feedmond, Mks&ng^on Police Department 
to the effect that five Boy Scouts had walked awagr%|jm a Scout Camp while on a 
hike in the Cascade Mountains. Neil S%nsland,^ij ;: heen assisting the Scout Leader 
on this hike . £ "M ' K ' 



Mr. Stensland x^as interrogated in^ur of fice^gn July 31, 196 1 and on August 1, • 
1961 and gave statements in whicji^i^adm^ sodomy, rectal sodomy, mutual 

masturbation and indecent lib ertSfe^ ;: with ^li^fboys from the same Troup dating from 
approximately March U, 1961 and prior ; tg July, 1961. He was charged with Indecent 
Liberties, bail set at $3 $%^ : &Q0^nd pjpfeid in the County Jail # At the hearing on 
August 16, 196l, he, Stensl^fS^ pled ;5 |u ; fity and his case bound over to Superior 
Court. The date for they Jpi|&lor Q0if% hearing has not been set, as yet, pending 
further investigation^^ y £ i'jf 

Our present charges agloJfst Mr.#$- Sfedhsland cover Indecent Liberties with only two 
of these hoys. We have : the fy^fjfer Intention of placing additional charges against 
Stensland to include oral sotfemy", rectal sodomy and possibly one or more additional 
charges of Indece^fe;|LibertiS%" : 'all of which he admitted committing with one or more 
of the six boyp at varia^ ? %i%es. 

We hope thif| siifSiaryy^ulfc^be sufficient. If there are further questions regarding 
this case;;|?;^i%Sse do^lmt hesitate to call us for clarification. 

JF\ X *Z\ Z^tZ" Sincerely yours , 



TIM McCULLOIIGH 
Sheriff of Kjng County 



/fi 



By: 



FLORENCE ROSS 

Captain, Juvenile Bureau 
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I:. . .. vi-r* x ± :k- •' 

-:r. ^ 



.SI". ^ = * 



BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

CHIEF SEATTLE COU NCI L 

August 22, 1961 



rSfj'"^^.^'^ RAINHER AVE 

'VARKWAr S 5200 



Director of Registration 
Boy Scouts of America 
National Council 
New Brunswick , N. J. 

Dear Bay: 



■ " ■ 

35ii"— 13Efc '"J* 



tk>^ "si 



The incident referred to in Mrs. lette^ £ epCurrec^^"lie I was away 

on my vacation but i would give my compl^^Upport^eie way in which 
It was handled. 



.3;" 



■ : s. 



E:\rl -jS ; ?c you will line;: 

:::.. 

1. Report from Don Hail of cur staffer 

"B ft' 
" £ it 

seta" 

2. Report from Council PresidMkU Charles. F,. Osborn. 

3- A report from the King CouKr^ Sheriff office will be forwarded shortly. 

- ... 

Until the incident occurr^pmere wffeno knowledge of the sexual deviation 
of Neil 5 tens land by ^jtorie amo^ihe parents of the boys, officials of the 
American Legion Pos£f%£membef$J& the District Committee or Council. 

It c*,n .r.drdiy be ^i& r €r& \h^cMrcil aid nothing because: wit^n cn hour 
after the report was receivjpSPpfe Council President, Assistant Scout Executive 
and Director qiJgmping r ^|^ganization and Extension met with the parents* 

— 

■ .jc 

The interr^kfiipn of~jR* boys by the Police Chief disclosed no evidence of 
any s exife 1 " n^sdem earner . No one knew just where the Troop was located in 
the mo^jpitts. lS&,Redmond Police Chief supported the Council's position 
as dld^8*TOajoritJferitf the parents. 



r .\:v 



.... 

.^.■:k! t .,'!M, " 



""iK. 



l „ Wis' iK ^F** 3 ' 
.i*WfoSl£$ J 1 . OSBORhEL. 

"tick. ,nr 



■ .- ... i I...;, ,. ...... 



WtLLLAM F. WHITE 
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^T5i. Jt*' 

fr-^h.- >■ 



,::s sc.]f 



Page two 
8/17/61 



V --J 
JW v.":. 



'/vIkj]-: i.Lc rcxor;, on .Noil £ ten r.d v/a » rov:r ; v;nd v,-:r.h tn 3 K: ;-;c:' Cp^r;/ 
Sheriff's office an order was issued to arrest Neil Stensland a^-'tlie 
Troop came out ol the mountains a day arid a half later. Tfii^was donSvi; 
There is no evidence that Neil Stensland J s brother - the^^iiHimastenicrES: 
Troop 423, Dick Stensland has ever done or said anythin^yiprop«S|jr" 



Redmond American Legion, Post No. 16, sponsors Trq€^|4 ! 53, t i^tg^£iciais 
were embarrassed by the whole affair and the couft'bjj^ 1 nowi^ojlmg with 
the American Legion, and the parents to restore SgpStlence in the program 
and the Troop. We feel a new Scoutmaster should life seleg|%i since con- 
fidence has been lost in Dick Stensland althou^fi |iis rec%^ k fs clear. 

■■■■■ • ;:• 

Neil Stensland v/as a neighborhood commis^6n%r c'Cifc October, 1959 to 
May, 1960. He has not re-registered sin-feejliat tirip'^/" 

H^fitH, "US a Its' 

..: .>:..,. 'TBI- 

We request that Neil Stensland be pilar ed-in th&^cm^fidential file per- 

, WK ****** - 

raanently , 







£ <F -ifc 
, :- 



Qjgfc^b K. Myers, 
SdlKit Executive 



. >: :: x : .. * L K"*J" 



G KM taw 



PJg£0 "n^MMU^t^J. c*fa ff Oh*, |* ™ 




v_ -ic- 

XKX^S - 



j£K5t5!> "VIIl 
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WARfi EN BH OWri . d R - ^4 r 
RAY DUM£:Tt-l3^T 

AW HENCE ROCi.^ 
CASSrUS E r GATES 
EDWARD G DOBRtt-4 

Clauoe e. wakefielc 

GEORGE: F. KACHLEEN. JR r 

F RANK L MCCHCf^ 

dowalo e.leund 

fiCUERT W. 3 

r.nw. fi. p-namkljm 

TDM St A L. niTRSOW 

L. ^CRROw 
CJRLO E. ^llOGS 
MAX HAMtNOFF 
flQ&ERT V. HOLLAND 
J. TVLER HULL 
J. KENNETH GRODV 



LAW OFFICES OF 

BOGLE. BOGLE & GATES 

5l£3 FLOOR CENTRAL BU1LDJNG 
SEATTLE 4 

CABLE ADDRESS ' BOGLE SEATTLE" 

MUTUAL £"5!5F 

August 16, 1961 



ARTH LJ F¥ O fiO few E 
EOVtfAjfr D £. BfiFL.: 

.?oi^l> .=• ws?;?y 

tS^O^E M r >RINCE 

Ronr r*f a s ^eivvAFv r 

. tfitiHft L.TftEiG&H 
4$t3t-i RM.JC. f.LAO&LEV 
. " : : : .jOHN P. fSULUVAN 
sc EDWARD O, LOWRY h tti 
* ,:?:*CjNAi.D " sC^ahS 
v-tffv'OMA.^ K.S.BHUCKER 



Mr. Basil F, Starkey 
Director of Registration 
Eoy Scouts of America 
National Council 
New Brunswick j New Jersey 

Dear Mr, Starkey: 



■ ■ ■ 



-:l-:::. :k 



Mr. Myers has given me a of ^'sir^^H's 

letter of August 4th together wit^^feir le.*t€P of August 
8, 1961, in order that I may advise- you in Jl^ail of the 
participation of the Chief Se svfct 14^ ounc P^in the investi- 
gation of the problem set forth In MrsHl^^'s letter, 

... " 

Some time ago, George Myers tJt my request, ad- 
vised all professional sta^-^mbe^^hat I should be 
immediately informed as tancertain Matters concerning acci- 
dents, public relations jp^dfrlems similar matters in 
which publicity might l 5 jffegly rej^Jt. In accordance with 
this instruction, Robe^fc/Eaim <%iled me at 5:15 on Thursday* 
July 27, 1961, and adv%£d me^Mat he had received a call 
from a parent in Redmond, Viashington, stating that a parents' 
meeting of Troop I2^#as b^Ikg held at 6:00 o'clock that 
evening to review "|rvery §|feous situation arising out of 
the alleged rai«'E*ndbct o&Jfee of two adults on a troop hike* 
During the vaca^ipn of ^pige Myers, Bob Lamm, as Assistant 
Executive, wasl=iri charJ^Sf the office. I immediately left 
for the Servi^^entgp^B I realised that this could be a 
very serious sltuati&^rwith possible adverse publicity. At 
the Service Center £ a I^ as joined by Bob Lamm and Don Hall, 
Director o£|£ amp irig^ r and we immediately proceeded to Redmond 
and we^t to" thft^f a^ldence inhere the meeting was held. 



ft At th% meeting, we found that a number of parents 

had^j|^thered% to gather with Russell Thorp, the Chief of 
P0M0& of Redmond and a Sergeant. We were advised that a 
gftfjlp of b^B^from Troop 423 > and a smaller number from 
J'^gjp'P 6l3» L: jifead gone on a hike in the Cascade Mountains 
%a}joVe Skfkdmish in Snohomish County {Redmond is in King 



:>:v. : ^>. 



■■ rr-. r K5!i 
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Mr* Basil F. Starkey 
August 16, 1961 
Page 2 



County as is Seattle). They had left the preceding Saturday 
under the direction of Dick Stensland, Scout Mastery Mio ± 
was accompanied by his brother, Neil Stensland, ^^npighbqr^ : 
hood Commissioner. On Wednesday, July 26th,, fpts : -#bys ^ Wpm 
Troop 423 left the canning area at about lOiQG^fL wij$#£t 
Dermission, but left a note that they were leaving, mef 
hiked some nine hours to the highway where they, were ^Serv- 
ed and their parents were i nformed as to thfS lo^at^oti, 
as Bet forth in Mrs* l^^s letter. memMe pa£%n£s 
questioned the boys as to why they had l££t; they Indicated 
that they were dissatisfied with the hiking conceptions and 
that they were particularly critical c^]r|h^fo^i-^hd lack of 
food. One mother, who together with;;#^\ jlgiSKfetQok the 
leadership In calling the parents tog^lher^^Ibarne^from a 
sixteen year old son (who was not ^afibut )^a|ped Bn^l, 
that he suspected the real reasorv^at thdLbpys had left 
was because of the conduct of NedfiS tensed. The mother 
then questioned the boy furthplr he- :; advised her of an 
attempted act of sexual misconduct by =: JpiPI some months 
earlier. When his mother questioned folS as to why he had 
not reported the incident %grller, d| Stated that Neil had 
been drinking and that he corcgMSired he should overlook 
the matter since Neil, in* 06 opf^pn, was under the in- 
fluence of alcohol* A£|er "this ..story was spread among the 
parents, further questioning off %e boys by the parents 
indicated that Neil a^ent^Ws jjamodest in his personal 
conduct which disturbed" some oiFthe younger boys. 

At the ^0%'ing, ^e^Police Chief and his assistant 
interviewed ea,m.jM the boys separately and no boy 

reported any o%#*§ act $f ^isconduct on the part of Neil 
Stensland. .^^.rrfearesfe^Ming to misconduct was a statement 
by one boy ih£^^ell,J$%M&& his hand on his thigh while 
going through cave^q, At the conclusion of the interviews, 
the Chief Qf .,-PoliceT &Vited myself , Bob Lamm and Don Hall to 
meet witb-ftini and-Sie Sergeant t^iecide upon what action 
to tak£. r ffie statement In Mrs.^^3 s letter that the 
intei^l^ dis-OTsel "conflicting stories of mal- treatment 
mixed %4Jh seB|erversion r ' is absolutely contrary to fact. 
If fac^Is ^Important , it can be verified by writing to 
Rtffeliil ThogpF Chief of Police, Redmond, Washington. 

. J^jf was 8:00 P.M. at that time, and we were advised 

^fefeHgt theTb^ys were expected to return to the main highway 
. ^>^^aturda^;ffi"orning. We considered the fact that Dick Stensland, 
the *0*$ Master, has an excellent record and that the 
£%~^ } immqjpbt conduct of Neil (which consisted of Improper con- 

jf k s. :■: ;it Wltti 

:?ft. 

i= J "'^fn - T f 

jCKHX> 
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Mr. Basil P. Starkey s fe %f 

August 16, 1961 - %. 

Page 3 



versation and delay in dressing himself In the morriii|®} 
apparently occurred when Dick and Neil had separated ^ their ^ 
groups with the older boys going into the mountain % with 
Dick. We were certain that Neil would behave M.fefcS& preg?^' 
ence of his brother Dick, and we were of the opinion thafe 1 ^ 
by Thursday night the two groups must have rejoiced as^i£ 
would take them most of Friday to get back tg tjhe roqj^ 
since they were fifteen miles in from the highway jf-Wfe re 
was nothing in the report of any boy whicB-^Qicafeajthat 
any scout was in any physical danger* 



-.' z :'.s?. Y.f.-j. 



The Chief of Police recommend;^ that ^mJse arch 
party be sent out in view of the f ac fcs^Sut : ,agr^ed that he 
would immediately call the Sheriff dl^gnohqm^b County to 
be at the highway Saturday morning /fe^f make tain that 
the boys came out on schedule, ir^y mis&o&duct occurred 
on the hike , the matter would be#fe the J^fsdiction of 
the Sheriff's Department of SnohoMsh GmmMy. With regard 
to the alleged incident which^Qc|brredf5® : the presence of 
Donnie,, the Chief stated that he* woulf ' ^mediately call 
the Prosecutor's Office imKing Courtt^-and that the matter 
would be referred to GordQ^^Sart#i%n^ a specialist in 
juvenile morals matters- u* 

When we adviggtethe g^T^nts that we concurred in 
the recommendation of sfch& Chi^^^he parents agreed that 
no "res cue" ef fort shotrfd be ll*emoted with the exception 
of Mrs. || and the mothe&L of ptSftftSfl Mrs . ^^^Hfce came 
quite emotional mamobnBemM of "do ing nothing" as recit- 
ed in her lettqp you* jMgs . had several very small 
children with h^Mrid aj^ared to be very distraught. She 
asked me to Che Maintain Rescue Council to get the 
boys out j wrty^feroup ^Qpld have to come from Everett as 
the area is iiFthe ^ElSdictlon of the Everett group. In 
view of th£ £act tl^-Buch an operation requires many men 
to give up M a day ■a^ftork without reimbursement, I did not 
feel justified t<^ cpill upon them to do so. After discuss- 
ing t#-igatte33fl^r1iher with Mrs. I learned that she 
had #»idy cm&ed the Mountain Rescue Council and had been 
ady^a^ that;- ^t would not make a search. I further told 
her^ihat the"§hief Seattle Council has no organization to 
fe&n^le a iri&£Wr of this type other than our own Search and 
•l^ipue OrJ^ptlzation under Don Wilson. Don has a number of 
i^£^iore^f Scouts who would obviously have to be advised of 
■:: :=■" the reader f or the expedition which would involve more 



":: L -ic- ™ 51 :. "'^y^-' 

"¥ " , .Kt' „KSrt ■■' 

ni- '-tain r r tt' 
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Mr. Basil F. Starkey ^ \ f 

August l6j 1961 " 
Page H 

.... 

* -S5. 

Kit K 1 " 

boys j more conversation,, and more unfortunate pufeii^ity. 
Likewise j if any !t rescue rf party approached the gb6wp f it . 
would have no authority over Neil or Dick Sten&Santf, be-ij't 
cause the problem is a law enforcement problem E;| anS enforce- 
ment officers alone could take the men into custody. 
pointed this fact out to her and told her further th^^the 
only other group that had jurisdiction ovgrlipe hirers "and 
their leaders would be the parents themsglife^s At%bh£ time 
of the meeting^ no father indicated that" 'he "was willing to 
undertake the hike. In view of the rugged terr^|np= in which 
these boys were hiking , it would be quC£^ possi%I8" for a 
"rescue" party to miss the group ent^J^y ev^ir-lf they were 
lead by one of the five boys who had/^^vio&sly come out. 
A helicopter search was suggested^ - ^Mch wgu'lfaP be lmpracti- 
calj as it would be difficult to ; p|Gt the group out once it 
went below the timberline, lMB , il% 

.til*-"-* '►!«•» .. . ':at: -V. 

Mr* Calvin Schults,, %a# Tro^^Ghairman of 4S3, 
was extremely vocal and adamant that xi: boys were safe and 
that he had full conf idenc^ta^Dlckj^tehsland to handle the 
situation, some parents asa^Ted tSel question as to adequate 
food since the boys had coii^ributM-only- $5 each for a 
week's food supply, Calvin Schults pointed out that Dick 
St ens land, to his own jaomedge|' fought a hundred dollars 
worth of groceries at M^s ovml^eijpense for this particular 
hike, Mr. Schults was extremely' critical of all parents 
present for their -^aJJ^re tjf^^rticipate in troop activities 
and stated that tHIsTfe at tei* "would never have occurred if 
Dick St ens land M^' t» e c e i vg$%supp or t on his hiking program 
from other par^WsFin wh§i% event it would not have been 
necessary to^0%M: z on hrfejfrother Neil to help him. 



:•: 



We wete vefj^^impressed with the sound judgment 
and leader^iip of Ris££ll Thorpe Chief of Police of Redmond* 
After hi&^4|seussi r 6nf all parents agreed with the decision 
that the boy s vm^ ^j'be permitted to continue their hike, 
exceptjU^| . || and the mother of | |+ Apparently 
after wes^eft> the two women continued their tirade , and 
froffliSS?*'. I l*s letter ^ she was able to get several men 
tolfeike into^lj&e boys and to accelerate their return at 1:00 
Saturday - She does not indicate in her letter whether 
^ tHei^locai fa^n ir were parents, and I would assume that they 
%ffs£e not^jThe "rescue effort" only brought about the boys' 
S^eturn . about eleven hours ahead of schedule. If an adult 

tub "" --■>■ *2f" 

: "Un the; rescue party had been injured or lost, as often 



£.y3.K.v -vaci. 
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Mr. Basil P. Starkey ™"' 
August 16 j 1961 
Page 5 

^ j 

happens in our mountain the situation could have ^Jih ex- 
tremely serious. There is a great danger of fal^ir^g rock^l 
in these areas and victims include not only inexpaislence*^-' 
but also experienced hikers. Unfortunately, vf^T^ad su^tf'M- 
an accident only two weeks ago on one of our Council J^&ng 
programs which resulted in a fractured leg near the 
area, r^V" 



The Chief of Police told the ^f-ISits tha6- j; €e would 
Interview every boy on the hike when the T»ys reamed and 
that he would forward all information j^the p£d|&£r author!- 
ties j which he did. It now appears t|i^^ Ne^l-g^ensland is 
definitely a pervert, not as a resuMT^f hig^phduct on 
this particular hike, but as a res^i-Df adpfcgSions on his 
part involving other boys in the cfo™^ earlier 
time. It is a matter of se r iou s ^^hc era ^-the juvenile 
officer that in discussing this^&tter^J^j&ughout the 
community j as Mrs* has ionS, It seriously injured 

the reputations of the boys involved 08% the embarrassment 
of their families. According to Mr ^ftalH shorn , this need 
not have occurred if the mgjfet^c* Bpen left entirely in 
the hands of law enf orcem^i^ of f i^Juls * 

■w- ••AX- 

The decision. "ffe^ to C$11 upon our Search and 
Rescue Council was my ^Bipsonal/fieelsion and any responsi- 
bility for that decision res tf --entirely with me. Despite 
the fact that hindsight nowkjjghows that Neil Stensland is a 
juvenile sex of f eip^ "and h&JNf' be removed entirely from 
scouting j I am ppsijive ti%§^"we came to the right decision 
^l^^nbsequent pro^fed^ There was no reason for Mrs* 

|to ant4Ai|a^fe th^jfljfell was a "madman" and would do 
bodily harm^4# E |ny of -.tHfe boys. She talked wildly about 
Nell pushing "ly&oy o#C%f a mountain, which statement had 
no basis in fact. J^pilng the boys out ahead of schedule 
may have rSjllteved ,lSh§. concern of the parents^ but I can only 
imagine tfe^-eff e&;f%h the boys, most of whom had no idea 
as toj^hat the^>terouble was all about* As a parent with two 
boys .i^gboutifeg myself , I would be very concerned about 
my b^g^ikiQg through the mountains in the dark even under 



€^%* ^Soth Bob Lamm and Don Hall have kept In touch 
^Ji&fr the^mltter since the meeting on July 27 th., and all 

.-. i : . l9C_ !3C 
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things necessary to protect scouting have been or wlilf be 
done. The District Chairman > Dr. Ernest MeKibbea* 4-s" v re- j 
viewing the matter of replacing Dick Stensland as '%out ^Jh^ 
Master, not because he was involved in any way^fou^"' becaM^ 
he will probably lose his effectiveness as a se&jjfc Masjaj*!" 1 
In view of his brother r s conduct. The American I^gIqp% ; F 
which sponsors Troop 423, is attempting to tzm& Ne listen slaiid 
sent to a Veterans Hospital for treatment^ %^evei^ "Indica- 
tion is that he is mentally slclc and not,^^"irainmk^# 

"HI, 

The National Council would h^ve Been inarmed of 
this episode as soon as all facts had &l$n gatF%Md in order 
that Neil S tens lan d would be put on J ^i^" ^n red^J^ , list. 
The fact that Mrs. ■ | l s letter rgp&Meci -ahead of our 
report was due to the fact that Mr^/iSall w^fwalting to hear 
from Mr, Hartshorn, for until hls^iimestig^txon was complet- 
ed, there was no solid proof o^fM^' Sten^liid's misconduct. 

If you have any fur lifted que^MiShs which have not 
been answered by my report* or the rg%ggt of Don Hall, 
please advise me* ^ " 



x. A. 

■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ 

•tux 



Yerp%ruly yours, 



tH_i M 



■ : 




President 
Chief Seattle Council 
Boy Scouts of America 



cc; Mr. George K. 

PERSOSAE* AND CONFIDENTIAL 



; y- v-.-y Kit 



"Sh EKiv r jit 

j^vt L "k. .as*. r 'Vv™ 

j kx;. .34; 
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Hew Brunswick, Jiew Jersey 

£>ear Starkeyt 



X » Jf ?fjt J!" 



■ / ■ ' ■ 

"AM? LI 



f.y-i-y . 
-c .:<. 
::: 



Mr. Myers has given me a copy of W?$%- p^p^Vs 

.otter of August 4th together witli^jfpr le*fewF of August 
' , 3961, in order that I way advise you In ..detail of the 
participation of the Chief Seattle ;Coune|Mn the Investi- 
gation of the probles set forth in n?si{ fs letter* 

Some time ago* George Myersi, ,Jt oer request, ad- 
vised all professional afcaf* s jMB*e^iJ^* X should be 
ijsaedlately infojnaedl as to l^ertaih iattere concerning acci- 
dents, public relations pr#blejas arxi similar matters in 
misth publicity might t$mi& result. In accordance with 
this instruction, Robaffe.;' : £ejm called » at Ssi5 on Thursday* 
juiy g?, 1961, and advised ae^that he had received a call 
from a parent In Redmond, &*hijhgton, stating that a parents' 
meeting of Troop hz% ,was held at 6 t 00 o'clock that 

evening to review w very serious situation arising out of 
the alleged ait^irefeat of : of two adults on a troop hike* 
During the vaM^i#* .(faoifge Myers, Boh £asRn* as Assistant 
Executive, aasi^"' charga-of the office. X teedlatsly left 
for the servioef Center" ; ah I realised that this could be a 
very serious situation^ ^wlth possible adverse publicity. At 
the Service @enter«L£ irais joined by Bob Lauaa asd Don Ball, 
Director ■^kGm^im^r and tfe luanediately proceeded to Redteond 
and went, to the, ,jSsjrid«ss# where t^e meeting was held. 

At tllfe : meeting, we found tt*at a number of parents 
»d|i together with Russell Thorp, toe Chief of 
IttHtfB of Redmond and a sergeant. We wets advised that a 
of boys from Troop 423, and a smaller number from 
6l3*^had gone on a hike in the Cascade Mountains 
SkjyJ&praish in Snohomish County (Redmond is in King 




..iKi*. J 
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County as is Seat Us), They had Xeft the preceding* Saturday 
under the direction of Sick stenaland, Scout Master*~iiho * 
was accompanied by his brother, Hell stenaland, a Wighbor^ 
hood Commissioner. On Wednesday, July 26th, f Uk b©Vs f rofc 
Troop 423 left the camping area at about 10 1 00 14,1*5. wltjfo#*r 
permission, but left a note that they were leaving. ISmx' 
hiked some nine hours to the highway where thsy^were ^bie'rv- 
ed and their parents were informed as to theirs location;, 
as set forth in Mrs. | |'b letter* WlhehNthr parfnts- 
questioned the boya as to why they had lef^'they indicated 
that they were dissatisfied with the hiking conditions and 
that they were particularly critical of '"t he fooC &ad lack of 
food. One mother, who together with Era* B^B took the 
leadership in calling the parents toother, .lear ned from a 
sixteen year old son {who was not am©ut) rtsufeed ^^H> 
that he suspected the real reason that the foys- had left 
was because of the conduct of Nell h 'Stensla**!^ Qfte mother 
then questioned the boy f urthe|^a?p ? he prised her of an 
atteiapted act of sexual misoonlfcieJ by H&i£- aome months 
earlier, when his mother questioned hfmlaa to why he had 
not reported the incident earlier, he: stated that Hell had 
been drinking and that he b^donsd^red he should ovarlook 
the matter since Hell, in hlSsf opinion, was under the in- 
fluence of alcohol. After this story was Bp r 2 ad among the 
parents, further questioning of ;the boys by the parents 
indicated that Neil appfi^ently^waar immodest in his personal 
conduct which disturbed Souse of the younger boys. 

tfife, "Police Chief and his assistant 
file- boys separately and no boy 
of jpttkeonduet on the part of Hell 
Stensland. 1$m*> nearest -thing to misconduct was a statement 
by one boy that r Sail plfcjpd his hand on his thigh while 
going through #eave^^At the conclusion of the interviews, 
the Chief of police jdifoi ted agree If, Bob Ixsm and Don Hall to 
meet with £im and t£Bbs Sergeant to deci de upon what action 
to take, ffin statement in Mrs. IBs letter that the 
lntervfeV^discliil!Sed" >t, oonflictlng stories of mal -treatment 
mixed, MM sex-aversion" is absolutely contrary to fact. 
If ^hk|s~^act«4» important, it can be verified by writing to 
Thorpe f -fihief of Police, Redmond, Washington, 




JiKX" "JC 
.: ■ m:: :. .. 



It; was 8j00 P. 8, at that time, and we were advised 
'fclia** the boyfc were expected to return to the main highway 
Saturday Iro^rnlng. tfe considered the fact that Diok stensland, 
? pa 3e^iit|Kaater, has an excellent record and that the 
jfeiiriBod^t; conduct of Hell (which consisted of improper con- 
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versa tion and delay In dressing himself In the morhJng) 
apparently occurred when Dick and Nell bad separated- -their 
groups with the older boys going Into the m©untf4?*s with 
Dick, we were certain that Neil would behave .ih i*» pres- 
ence of his "brother Dick, and we were of the ^pinion tha%s 
by Ihuraday Right the two groups mist have rejoined ag it 
would take then most ©f Friday to get back to the r«jf ! -* 
since they w«re fifteen rails a in from the highways, -./There 
was nothing in the report of any boy whlcfcjl^lca|e<& that 
any scout was in any physical danger. 



The Chief of Police reconmieni|ed ttiafcW search 
party be sent out In view of toe f ac.ttti !I but ?mp&& that he 
would immediately call the Sheriff ^Snoh^a&lsh County to 
bo at the highway Saturday morning^ste : mak^^rtain that 
the boya case out on schedule. Xf^any misconduct occurred 
on the hike, the matter would be" Sin the,; jurisdiction of 
the Sheriff's Department of Snohomish JP^Sy. With regard 
to the alleged incident whie^.p^urred in the presence of 
Donr.le, the Chief stated that he wouidi iEeaediately call 
the Prosecutor's Office in,. King Co^Br'and that the matter 
would be referred to Oord.#^nart^i*n# a specialist in 
.juvenile morals matters, N'T ™yj 

When we advlt&S the parents that we concurred in 
the recoamteindation of-^the Ch$fl&? ! the parents agreed that 
no "resc ue" ef fort should be : ""attempted with theexception 
of Mrs. ^^Band the mot^r.of I^^H Mrs. became 
quite emotional lltd^aoeu^^us of "do ing nothing f ' as recit- 
ed In her lett^^to you/^Mrs. had several very small 
children with^« and sipe-ared to be very distraught. She 
asked me to^isall^the Mountain Rescue Council to get the 
boys out, which groups J&uld have to come from Kverett as 
the area is W the : furtsdiction of the Everett group. In 
view of the fact thW such an operation requires many men 
to give ==u|. a dayAl*i#ork without reimbursement, I did not 
feel justified tpltall upon them iodo so. After discuss 



Ing #^:,satter%:fu^ther with Mrs. | M> * learned that she 
hadi alzgady f^silled the Mountain Rescue Council and had been 
ad^iis&& that, i£ would not make a search. I further told 
is^jpjfrfeat thC :Chlef Seattle council has no organization to 
;hahdie a master of this type other than our own Search and 
HeWcue Organisation under Don Wilson. Don has a number of 
1, SSbloreS Scouts who would obviously have to be advised of 
£ - ; the reason for the expedition, which would involve more 



'Mr:,. "Jf- 
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boys, more conversation, and taore unfortunate publicity. :S 
Likewise, if any "rescue party approached the group^ it i 
would nave no authority over Neil or Dick stens*i&a# be- f"?V 
cause the problem is a law enforcement problem enf o%«IM' 
merit officers alone could take the men into custody. M"'T> 
pointed this fact out to her and told her further Wia^C tne 
only other group that had Jurisdiction over 0% hikers and 
their leaders would be the parents thmmXim&T At%h4-tiraa 
of the meeting, no father indicated that % s was willing to 
undertake the hike, in view of the rugged ""tsrratt&ln which 
these boys were hiking, it would be ouifce - ; posoibjfe^or a 
"rescue " party to mias the group ©ntir£^ ? evan^i& they were 
lead by one of the five boys who had irlviously ; : ,come out. 
A helicopter search was suggested, wh|#h wou^&i&e irapraetl- 
cal, as it would be difficult to piek^ the g|oap out once it 
went below the timber line , #1%' *w<&?" r 



Mr. Calvin Schults, ^j5roop,::Shairaan of 423, 
was extremely vocal and adamant that t|je|boy3 were safe and 
that he had full conf idence^ln Dick SiafSsland to handle the 
situation , Some parents raided the ojiestisn as to adequate 
food since the boys had contiiibutedsronly' $5 each for a 
week*s food supply, Cal^iti 'f chults 'pointed out that Dick 
Stensland, to his own kn^Wpfeedge, fought a hundred dollars 
worth of groceries at htsfe own sewt'pense for this particular 
hike. Mr. Schulta was e^remei^Norltleal of all parents 
present for their failure tci participate in troop activities 
and stated that thlE^tter^^ssould never have occurred if 
Dick Stensland h^^eelve^gupport on his hiking program 
froia other parerifes^ih whi&feevent it would not have been 
necessary to QtfU ^on his; ? ji?other Neil to help him, 

tfe w^!^l vei^ia^resaed with the sound Judgs&G»t 
a&& leadership, of BHpSadLl Thorp, Chief of Foliee of Bedmond, 
After his diacussiodpall parents agreed with the decision 
that the boy^jojiM be permit t^d to eontiime their hike, 
except 0%%* I m the aether of | I* Apparently 
after^^Jfeft^^ife two woman continued their tirade, and 
f ro% %g§sr P^*^ 1 sr letter, she was abl* to g$t several man 
to hBsfe into=£K& boys and to accelerate their rotum at Is 00 
A* Ml Jatuz^#^ : She- does not indicate to her letter whether 
tJ^^focaJ, i$i£" wer<5 parents* and I would asaume that they 
#sr^"not* f ^3E» "rescue Bftovt only brought about the boys' 
-toi%tforn afe&&£ eleven hours ahead of schedule* If an adult 
V W thg ^fcue party had been injured or lost, as often 

......... 

... 
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happens in our mortal* B, the rttoatlw could jx- 
treSely serious. Ihere is a great danger of ,^^J£2^ 
l^these areas and Victims include not only inexperienced 
St also experienced hikers. Unfortunately, 

■ r ir£ , flL , a stf A on one Of our COV 



I suchfj 



SoSaS which resulted In a fractured lag near the aalg r 
area, j*^= jpsg^ 

The Chief of Pollse told the B#«M «^t* would 

£71,: t*. la a matter of serious^eofecem ts.,£he juvenile 

not have occurred if tbe ^ 
the hands of law enforceia^t^' of finals. 

Hie decisiomketto call upon our Search and 

Rescue Council was ^(iP^^SR^ SfhIS "SKSite 
MnUv that deolfid^Fi rests entirely wim me, yee^w 

EE* llcHhaf hlnlaighf nom shws a 
juvenile sex of fends* . and Ji^t toe re^ve4 entirely from 
Jco^tiwL I am p&fitive tifg* we earae to the right decision 
Z^^mTdmfe* ipw&t. 'ihere was no reajOT for Mrs. 
■rfSto^ticXpake thatOteil was a "madman" and would do 
foffly naSft^ W o£/m boya. She talked 

^aCT iiS^tnTEoy^ouf ah^'ofethediSe 
S/K. S^jSPS^cf'k. P^ta ^t I cs* only 
SUin* the effect on the beys, most of whoa had ^Jf**. 

what the, l^uble was all about. As a parent with two 
as *&-}ggu*» ^Z^-ip t would be very concerned about 

lxjy.^sin^s©ou*aj!3g mysexx, x wou-tu ™ ri , aven lin<: j &r 

w&%Stin* hiking^tfcrough the isountains in the dark even unoer 
aPf"'Ieade9e%ip. 

i«th Bob La*** and Don Kail have kept intoueh 
7vdth ths mtter since the meeting on July 27th> ana ail 
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S^SJIP^*! ^°J eo ^ ^tlng ^ve been or will be 
SXL % Dis Jf lct Chairman, Dr. Ernest KcKifcW irfe- .. 

the matter of replacing Dick Stenalahd aslfielt 4. 

2£«X*!L£ 1113 S° the f s e °Hduct. African Lf|ion;1k1» 

^V ponf t ? 3 Tro °P ^23, is attempting to have mil sfcllfind 
5SJ fS fn^*!™?* Hospital for treaSLt, a^ B^ySK - 
tion is that he is mentally sick and not a 



thiR ^<JS e National Council would have bfcen inforined of 
th£b SirULJ 8 ! "S" aS ^ U faCts ^ ^»th«K order 

fS! 4- SarSlo^ U* **!?*^: » to hear 

I a *? ora * , { ? r «ntii his investigation waa complete 
ed, there was no solid proof of Mr#^te»al^% misconduct, 

been ann*>£/ZZ !Jf Ve ^^MiSLjiS^auS^ihii* have not 



:<::::-; .::- 



,- - SMC*, M 



*8±<ient 
^;%phi®f Seattle Council 
Boy Scouts or America 
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v * 
y.v- :<'..% 

On Thursday evening, July 27, 1961, at approximately 5:00 P. M w R. S, Lamirfc : rs- 
ceived a phone cali from a Mrs, p^^jsaEj of Redmond, Washington* Stie^fe™" 
formed Mr. Lamm that there was to be a mee:ing at G:00 P. M. at the Conklirtf 
home in Redmond of the parents of the boys in Troop 423 and some par3j&f| gi boys 
in Troop 613 of Redmond. ^ W 



■xtr. r 



-■ v -^> |2K23SSfci indicated that five {5} boys from Troop 423 has r^urned^fl^rn" 
a hike in the Cascade mountains in which Troop 423 and parts of%$$|p 613 ,j 3^jlfe Hii at 
that time engaged. The beys had left the hiking party without the p^rmis^ftBf the 
hike leaders. The five boys claimed that the food was bad ai^^p&deqwa^^ that the 
hike was difficult and that they didn't like one of the hike teJ&els, Niuljlt ens land, 
serving as Neighborhood Commissioner, because oi his pa^Sai condufet ;r and that 
they didn't want to continue with the hike. The rest of the^adersbij^was made up 
of Dick Stensland, borther of Keil Stensland. Dick Stahsiand is i^ : Jfcoutmaster of 
Troop 423. 



iv :::-. 



Mr. Lamm contacted Charles Osbom, Council Pre&ipSsat, and; WpiieU and we went 
to Redmond to the Conk ling home. Russell Thorp^!^" Redman-police chief was - 
present at the home at that time. There were :; appi|^imate|^^5 to 20 adults in the 
GOiiki-n-j' h :v:n o in ri edition to oL lea/;;, half a boy 3 •Si.t/ior in ihe hou^.n o: or. the 

immediate premises. Chief Thorp took charge* r 6fthe np@|ing and indicated to the 
parents that he would like to interview tfte, fiy,e (5) h^l^leparately in order to help 
him determine exactly what action should^^>take^5irfeiis time. After interviewing 
the five (5) boys he invited Mr, O shorn," Mt . La om .p nd myself into the kitchen where 
the interrogation had taken place „ HsLind icatecLp plan of action to us and asked if 
we were in agreement with what he ^termed tojloji The plan of action was essentially 
this: To notify the King County Sheriff's DepaEtjchent and have the Sheriff's Department 
pick up Keil Stensland at the completion <l)&the hike on Saturday. Chief Thorp's in- 
i;err:::-i.:citi-i>n hc.d y how:. i:o i :■ vidfehr^;; : of ci: .&?*;ert acticn on -he pan: ...:f: Neu Stensid nd , 
except one hoy reported Neifej^M his ha K i^ph his thigh. However, there was a good 
deal of evidence in the wajjM^ijji 'Sten^ljjd talked and carried on that could' not make 
him an acceptable lead^ : 'p^?8ys . 0hjffl Thorp's decision to wait until the boys finish- 
ed the hike was covere^^ffhree .fea^Wrs : 1, The lack of evidence of any overt action, 
2 t The hiking group was at leasJ^CSay's hike away, and could not be reached until 
Saturday regardless il&ji : trrcu p. V#eje sent in immediately. 3. No one really knew where 
the party was and actually wtoljtrails they had taken, other than they were in the Foss 
River area whiclf Ja&d at losljjfc ffifee different trail systems which the hiking group could 
be traveling, $ ™C 



After Chief 'Tjfi^p outlirffedjhis plan of action to us, we agreed that it was the most 
logical pjtfffet& ^follo^^piiestioning of the boys had indicated that when Neil Stensland* s 
brother jjfefiOVas aj?9u?i^ he did not engage in contact that could be called immoral. 
It v^;as :: ^%vWhen ,t%,Jiiking groups were split up and Neil was in a group separate from 
his l^SSEr&r that Jbe-^ppeared to be a problem. That the boys were m no immediate danger 
va^a^£her fafeoFwhich affected Chief Thorp's decision. This Chief Thorp tried to 
eJ^Sjli t^h^^tents, Th^^fter some discussion all the parents with the exception 
^ Mrs . B^fl" and Mrs, |'SS§^^fl went &lo:\g with Chief Thorp's decision, Mrs. 
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| | anc j Mrs. I Belt that the mountaineers should be called out «*kJ_ " 

helicopters pressed into service. It was at this point that it was decided rag 
left up to the Sheriff's Department to take action. President Charles 0|i3|rC 
Bob Lamm and myself then left the meeting and returned to Seattle. 



■: 

:: : -.- 



The events that followed as I understand it are; Neil Stensland wa^affjfested <^*%- 
Saturday, July 29th. One radio station (KVI) mentioned that Neil ^|fet&nd 

£^ -^k,vo percent Hb^riin?:. with ;■■ in^r?.- . Th-r^ v-/;-;. no oh t o p.-'Wfe 
Boy Scouts of America. This is the only time to roy knowledge that the caSe^Was 
nad- rv-hiic. C".ief 1'iK.r;; -i-jked -.he ^d- ^tcr.jcx: :<FRF :.o Belize ::c^^::^:l-o,; 
It and it is my understanding that they coo pern ted. On T^^, Augigtjrd, Mike 
Ma z zone and myself met with Gordon Hartshorn who is ir/B^|rge oij^e juvenile 
morale division^ the King County Sheriff's Department ^Jfclrt Hai£*j|pn indicated 
±>n Me.U S:oris land i- - very - ick n-.a-j a 7-,;i Ka:-; sunk as Jt..i.|^p^:ahie for o 

;i:.M:,r:oOXi.;di i.o co. lie Indicated th:r_ no had ton -cntf=:^:io- ^i g^.Ke,i :i\ar.*la:vi 
which could all be classified as felonies since in tMWState JN%£ felony to take 
indecent liberty with a minor, Mr. Ma z zone and jjl&rfLf reaiftjje report of the ten 
different cases that he confessed to. However, '%0mQ th&pite itself there was no 
overt action taken against any of the boys. jr. -^artshQ^iiidicated that of the ten 
incidents that Neil Stensland confessed to he'^mi sure-^ere were many more since 
the ten cases dated back only to March, J961. Mr. |ti^and indicated that there 
were no other incidents than those :en he^^fess^"!^ Mr. Hartshorn, however, 
thought that this has been going on for d " fibber = »y?ears * 

hxk| 

Mr. Hartshorn said that the disposiJ^igBftf the p|e would probably be putting Neil 
Stensland in a Veteran's Hospital. ^4ndicflBgs4hat he was in definite need of 
o,:y;;ri:ai.r:.o treairr.nn: ;;r.ci thai no h« a ' :ai k.ad otfSr the L-ation wi;^ h :.s 'Vhor who 
agreed that this was the cour^^j£tion.J|l^ould like to have them take with his 
son. As tar as Dick Stensl&pd^ concerned, this is no evidence that he has any 
■ orno^x-ai. loader- ci rr- F%'£<|2 iLioii^f ;:^ T oriLa r ;.on in rc-oard;, to i:us cas-o, I sugt: t-s I: 
the King County Sheriff ^S^jpttmen^^ontac ted, 

r.ys.r zx. m tKK. _x 

.5Ci ... 
1 ittbi , 



Submitted by: 



Donald E, Hail, 
Director of Camping, 
Organization & Extension 
Boy Scouts of America 
Chief Seattle Council 
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